
Refurbishment goes swimmingly at Manchester Aquatics Centre
Munters, global leaders in energy efficient 
air treatment, has recently completed a 
refurbishment project for the dehumidifiers 
at Manchester Aquatics Centre.  The three 
MX series desiccant dehumidifiers have 
now been retrofitted with Munters Energy 
Recovery Purge (ERP) technology in order to 
reduce running costs by approximately 
20% per year while preserving the building 
fabric and optimising comfort.   

Purpose built for the 2002 Commonwealth 
Games, Manchester Aquatics Centre 
attracts 1.2 million visitors per year.  

Managed by Manchester Sport and Leisure 
Trust and maintained by Serco Leisure Ltd, 
the main pool area (pictured) boasts a 50m 
swimming pool, a 25m diving pool and a 
leisure pool with two water flumes.  

This substantial pool area is home to the 
City of Manchester Swim team and the GB 
water polo team.  

In the basement, there is an additional 50m 
training pool used by the GB disability 
team, which played host to teams from 
Australia and Brazil during the London 
2012 Olympic Games.  

Case study: Air Treatment
Refurbishment of MX series dehumidifiers

Quick facts
The refurbishment and upgrade of Munters MX 
dehumidifiers will:

• Ensure long term protection against humidity
related damage
• Reduces running costs
• Reduce energy by 20%
• Ensure consistent control of relative humidity
levels all year round



knowledge and full after sales support.  
Munters After Sales team carried out the 
refurbishment of the three Munters gas 
reactivated MX dehumidifiers.  This involved 
replacing all major components, replacing 
the old reactivation exhaust duct work and 
incorporating Munters Energy Recovery 
Purge (ERP).  

During initial discussions about the 
refurbishment, Serco Leisure Ltd highlighted 
their desire to use polypropylene instead of 
stainless steel for the reactivation exhaust 
ductwork.  Munters engineers worked 
closely with to the customer to adapt the 
solution and provide a bespoke solution that 
would deliver the best return on investment.  

The refurbishment has ensured a comfortable 
environment for swimmers and predicted 
energy costs are reduced by 20% compared 
to the previous solution.   By precisely 
controlling relative humidity to 55% all year 
round, the building is protected and 
maintenance costs are reduced.  The 
refurbishment allows Serco Leisure Ltd to 
confidently replace other equipment too.  

Paul Rogers, Technical Manager for Serco 
Leisure Ltd says “Previously we were 
reluctant to invest in new equipment because 
of potential damage that could be caused 
by high humidity”.  

One example of this was the alarm system.  
Call outs and maintenance costs will be 
significantly reduced, saving thousands per 

year.  “Without this work taking place, we 
would not have been able to invest in new 
equipment” says Paul Rogers.  “I was also 
impressed by the refurbishment process and 
Munters Service team, who carried out the 
installation faster than I expected.”  

The need to refurbish and upgrade the 
current system arose during discussions 
around routine maintenance.  “We noticed 
that the dehumidifiers could not continue to 
operate at their most effective because 
Munters technology has moved on since 
their initial installation in 2000” says Andy 
Dove, Munters Service Area Manager.  
“Ensuring humidity is maintained correctly 
helps to protect the building from costly 
damage and ensures a comfortable 
environment for swimmers.  
By incorporating Munters Energy Recovery 
Purge (ERP), we knew we could offer added 
value through energy savings.”

As the home of the GB water polo team and 
with around 15 major events per year, 
Manchester Aquatics Centre must maintain 
55% relative humidity (RH) as per guidelines 
from FINA (Fédération Internationale de 
Natation), the world governing body 
covering swimming, diving, water polo, 
synchronised swimming and open water 
swimming.  Accurately controlling relative 
humidity levels in and around the pool is 
essential to preventing condensation on 
walls, ceilings and windows, which can lead 
to mould growth and result in unnecessary 
building maintenance and repairs.

Refurbishment and Installation 

The refurbishment project was managed by 
Serco Leisure Ltd and while other solutions 
were considered, Munters were chosen 
because of our combined expertise, 

Australia Phone +61 2 8843 1588, dh.info@munters.com.au Austria Phone +43 1 6164298-0, luftentfeuchtung@munters.
at Belgium Phone +32 1528 5611, info@muntersbelgium.be Brazil Phone +55 41 3317 5050, munters@com.br Canada-
Phone +1 905 858 5894, dhinfo@munters.com China Phone +86 10 8041  8000, info@munters.com.cn Czech Republic 
Phone +420 544 211 434, info@munters-odvlhcovani.cz Denmark  Phone +45 4495 3355, info@munters.dk Finland 
Phone +358 20 776 8230, laitemyynti@munters.fi  France Phone +33 1 3411 5757, dh@munters.fr Germany Phone +49 
4087 96900, mgd@munters.de India Phone +91 20 668 18 900, info@munters.in Italy Phone +39 0183 52 11, market-
ing@munters.it Japan Phone +81 3 5970 0021,mkk@munters.co.jp Korea Phone +82 2761 8701, munters@munters.co.kr 
Mexico Phone +52 722 270 40 49, munters@munters.com.mx Netherlands Phone +31 172 433231, vochtbeheersing@
munters.nl Poland Phone +48 58305 3517, dh@munters.pl Singapore Phone +65 6744 6828, info@munters.com.sg South 
Africa Phone +27 11 997 2000, info@munters.co.za Spain Phone +34 91 640 09 02, marketing@munters.es Sweden 
Phone +46 8 626 63 00, avfuktning@munters.se Switzerland  Phone +41 52 343 8886, info.dh@munters.ch Thailand 
Phone +66 2642 2670, info@munters.co.th Turkey Phone +90 262 751 3750, info@muntersform.com UAE +971 4 
8809295, middle.east@munters.com United Kingdom Phone +44 8708 505 202, dryair@munters.co.uk USA Phone +1 
978 241 1100, dhinfo@munters.com Vietnam Phone +84 8 8256 838, vietnam@muntersasia.com

Munters Energy Recover Purge 

Munters ERP can be supplied as both a pre-
installed feature and as a retrofit and works 
by recirculating air into the regeneration 
cycle after the heater.

Munters is a global leader in energy efficient 
air treatment solutions for process, indoor 
comfort and environmental protection with 
over 300,000 installations worldwide.  

For more information about our solutions for 
swimming pools, visit  
www.munters.co.uk/pools-uk.  

One of the two MX7600 dehumidifiers that 
supply dry air to the main pool hall

Relative humidity must be maintained at 55% in both the main 50m pool (home to the City of 
Manchester Swim team and the GB water polo team) and the pictured 50m training pool (which 
provides a training facility for the GB disability team).   


